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Convenors
Phill Brooker, Sheena McRae,  Meenakshi Mani

The Digital Sociology Study Group has in the last year begun the process of reconfiguration as we bring 
onboard three new convenors. As a result, we have been working to refocus our aims and are planning an 
event with our members at the University of Salford as part of this process. 

We also aim to facilitate a plenary based on the outcomes of this event at the 2027 BSA conference in 
Manchester. We would add that for the second year in a row the numbers of submissions to the stream we 
share with STS have grown substantially signalling that there is still a thriving digital research community still 
engaging with both the BSA and the conference, which we feel merits the work we are doing to re-engage the
members more actively with the Digital Sociology Study group. 

Budget

As of 31st December 2025, the account balance for the Digital Sociology study group was £467.28
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NCRM AND BSA DIgital Sociology Study Group One Day workshop on Generative AI and 
the Future of Social Research: Opportunities, Challenges, and Implications 
 

1st October 2024 | 09:00 - 17:00 
Radisson Blue, 80 High Street, The Royal Mile, Edinburgh, EH1 1TH 

 

The rapid advancement of Generative AI presents both exciting opportunities and profound 
challenges for social research in the digital age.  This one day seminar aims to explore the 
methodological implications of generative AI tools for social inquiry. 
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Generative AI opens up novel avenues for research, enabling the creation and analysis of 
vast amounts of synthetic data, simulating and modelling complex social systems. Natural 
Language Processing techniques powered by generative AI provide us with powerful tools 
for the analysis of large volumes of data, facilitating the exploration of complex social 
phenomena and enabling researchers to identify trends and correlations not readily visible 
when using traditional methods. 
 
However, these tools come with significant practical and ethical challenges. How can we 
ensure the reproducibility of data? How transparent are the algorithms used in AI-driven 
research, and how can we ensure researchers and participants understand the impact of 
these algorithms? How can we navigate the ethical complexities of working with AI-
generated content? Given the well documented issues of bias in training datasets for Large 
Language Models how can we ensure that we represent and include diverse populations 
rather than perpetuating structural inequalities? 
 
Concerns around the usefulness of the work produced by LLMs continues to be a notable 
issue, with the idea of LLMs as ‘stochastic parrots’ suggesting that while AI may produce 
plausible enough responses, these responses can be devoid of meaning.  
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