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Writing – why bother?
Prof Louise Ryan,

Director of the Global Diversities and 
Inequalities Research Centre,

London Metropolitan University



•I love writing and for me it is one of best parts of my job
•Over my career I have published 3 monographs and 7 edited books 
with another co-authored book and an edited collection underway

•(as well as over 75 peer reviewed journal articles)
•Why?
•Because I feel that I have things to say – ideas and information I 
feel the need to convey  – my work is empirically driven.

•I am passionate about telling stories.
•I used to write stories as a child.
•I enjoy writing both by myself as a solo pursuit but also with 
colleagues (some colleagues – choose carefully)



Social Networks 
and Migration 

Policy Press, 
2023

A true labour of 
love bringing 
together 20 years 
of my migration 
research







From PhD to 
successful monograph
It’s all a matter of 
timing.
Tapping into the 
zeitgeist.
Finding the right 
publisher.



Monographs

Gender Identity and the Irish 
Press, 1922-1937: 
embodying the nation (2001).

Wrong publisher and wrong 
time.



Katherine Twamley

Professor of Sociology and 
Chair of the UCL Sociology 
Network

UCL Social Research Institute

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Soc Review paper



What is a monograph? 
‘A printed specialist book-length study of a research-based 
topic, usually but not necessarily written by a single 
academic author from their own primary research or its 
equivalent’.

Peter Williams, Iain Stevenson, David Nicholas, Anthony 
Watkinson & Ian Rowlands, ‘The role and future of the monograph 
in arts and humanities research’, Aslib Proceedings, 61 (2009), 67-
82, at p. 67.



Why write a monograph (and not an article 
or edited collection)? 

• Writing norms within your (sub)field

• Establish name in a particular area / 
topic

• Project suits a book

•You want to write a book

•Potentially reach different audience



Not 
necessarily 
an 
either/or…

• Twamley K and Sidharth J (2019) Negotiating respectability: 
comparing the experiences of poor and middle class young 
urban women in India Modern Asian Studies 53(5)

• Twamley K, (2013) The globalisation of love?: Examining 
narratives of intimacy and marriage amongst middle-class 
Gujarati Indians in the UK and India. Family, Relationships 
and Societies 2(2), pp. 267-283

• Twamley K (2013) Love and desire among middle class 
Gujarati Indians in the UK and India. Culture Health & 
Sexuality 15(3): 327-340

• Twamley K (2012) Gender relations among Indian couples in 
the UK and India: Ideals of equality and realities of 
inequality. Sociological Research Online 17(4) 5 

• Twamley K, Pryce A, Kielmann K, (2012) “I want love to be 
arranged!” Courtship and Marriage in the Context of 
Globalisation: Baroda, India. In Mawani S and Mukadam A, 
Gujarati Communities Across the Globe, Trentham Books



What about edited collections? 



Dr Caroline Oliver
Associate Professor of 
Sociology 
Co-Director of the Centre for 
Sociology of Education & 
Equity, UCL 

UCL Institute of Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Soc Review paper



Crafting a 
proposal 

1. Outline: Title, abstract, chapter precis, length,
word count, competitor books.
2.     How it is different from your PhD
3. Sample chapter?
4. Seek feedback from experienced authors



What 
makes a 
proposal 
convincing?

• You need to appeal to both publishers 
and academics; understand who might 
be reviewing the proposal and how the 
audience will be broader than for a PhD;

• Assessed based on appeal of topic, 
strength of argument, rigour of data 
collection and methodology; 
innovation/new directions, gaps.

• Need to have confidence in the material 
– can you bring endorsements or 
previous experience?



Process of approaching 
a publisher

• Solo or through a series?
• Do your homework on publishers
• Approach publishers at conferences
• See it as a process/conversation/dialogue
• Get involved in publishing to learn by 

experience



What distinguishes a 
thesis from a monograph?

• Audience, voice and purpose of each piece of writing is 
different.

• Thesis: narrow and already informed audience and 
demonstration of your skill and rigour.

• Book: audience may be broader, including newcomers to 
field, e.g. undergraduates; voice and tone different to be 
an engaging read.

• Ultimately also judged by goal of commercial success – it 
should sell!

• Don’t think it’s a simple repackaging – it may need a 
fundamental rethink!



Writing tips: 
Or….from ‘Old Age 
Travellers’ to ‘Retirement 
Migration’

• Create a new mindset around this piece of 
work – see it as an opportunity to 
reimagine the work; enjoy the lesser (but 
not absent) formal expectations!

• Listen to advice and suggestions by people 
who know their stuff; pay attention to the 
contract.



What’s 
right for 
you?



Some useful links:

BSA Postgraduate Forum - How to join
British Sociological Association – Become a member of the BSA

Sociological Futures - Book Series
Sociological Futures - Proposal Form

Sociologist Tales – Available at Bristol University Press with a 25% discount

Links to Funding Sources suggested in the chat:

Mildred Blaxter - Postdoctoral Fellowship
The Sociological Review Foundation Fellowship

UKRI Funding Finder

Contact details:

Alison Danforth – BSA Publications Manager
Jackie Murphy – BSA Membership Officer

James Green – Postgraduate Forum Convenor
Karen Tatham - Postgraduate Forum Convenor

X/Twitter 
James Green - https://x.com/jfrederickgreen

PG Forum - https://x.com/BSAPGForum

https://www.britsoc.co.uk/groups/special-interest-groups/postgraduate-forum/join-the-group/
https://www.britsoc.co.uk/membership/how-to-join-the-bsa/
https://www.routledge.com/Sociological-Futures/book-series/SOCFUT
https://www.britsoc.co.uk/publications/sociological-futures-book-series/
https://policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/sociologists-tales
https://www.shifoundation.org.uk/schemes/mildred-blaxter-award/
https://thesociologicalreview.org/the-sociological-review-foundation/ecr-support/fellowship/
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/
mailto:Alison.Danforth@britsoc.org.uk
mailto:jackie.murphy@britsoc.org.uk
mailto:James.Green.20@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:edu1kjt@leeds.ac.uk
https://x.com/jfrederickgreen
https://x.com/BSAPGForum
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