AHRB RESEARCH CENTRE FOR 

LAW, GENDER AND SEXUALITY

INTRODUCTION

The AHRB Research Centre was founded on 1st June 2004.  The Centre is much indebted to funding by the AHRB, with additional financial and scholarly support from the three partner institutions, the universities of Keele, Kent and Westminster.  The Centre is based at the University of Kent.

MISSION

The focus of the Centre is to pioneer and facilitate work that analyses, investigates and deepens understanding of the relationship between gender, sexuality, and legal studies.  To achieve this, the Centre will be organising research and dissemination programmes.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The research programme seeks to make a distinctive contribution to arts and humanities research by using philosophical, historical, doctrinal, literary and cultural methods to analyse legal issues relating to gender and sexuality, while having a specific focus on exploring how these social relations intersect with others, such as class, disability, ethnicity, and race.  In addition, key themes within the broad gender, sexuality and law field encompass regulation and governance, popular culture, and  healthcare and bio-ethics.  These themes form specific headings under which Centre Members and associate scholars and visitors will focus some of their research.  

The Centre will support research (both individual and collaborative) in these areas and facilitate dissemination of this research by: 

· Establishing Visiting Scholar and Associate Schemes

· The development of training and support programmes for postgraduate students and new career entrant scholars

· Providing support and assistance in publishing research

· Funding for conference attendance

· Providing pump priming for research projects

· Providing a dynamic programme of events (from research-in-progress workshops to international conferences) in which research can be disseminated, and during which scholars in the field (both national and international) can come together and share research, ideas and experiences.

In addition, Centre Members are engaged in evaluating legal and policy reforms and responding to government consultations and networking with professions and non-government organisations who are also interested in a progressive/critical approach to gender and sexuality issues.
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