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‘Not being a father: the experiences of involuntarily childless men as they age.'
This study will explore the experiences of involuntarily childless (IC) men aged over 50.  In doing so it will build on the applicant’s previous master’s research which revealed that childless men have a sense of ‘outsiderness’ which affects close, familial and wider social relationships, and which tends not to be a feature of men who are fathers. New research on older men who are involuntarily childless is important not only because of actual and projected demographic change but also because the evidence base relating to the effects of involuntary childlessness on men as they age is patchy at best. 

Studies have indicated that older, childless men, have smaller social networks, and poorer behaviour, in terms of health, diet, self-care, and wellbeing than those married with children. Moreover, partner-less older men are more likely to be placed in residential care compared to lone older women.  Recent research indicates that childless men and women have a equal desire for biological parenthood with the men indicating higher levels of depression and isolation as IC men also demonstrated similar responses to those in infertility treatment including: complex bereavement, depression, isolation, substance abuse, and addiction. Divorced and widowed childless men demonstrated higher rates of depression than divorced and widowed women 
Participants will be recruited through groups representing older people, and those working with people who identify themselves as IC. In-depth life course interviews will held with each participant interviewed twice. Following the initial interview the participant will be sent a transcript to review. The second interview will centre on the participant’s meanings emerging from the transcript. Ethical approval has been obtained for this project.
