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Problems getting education and entering the workplace are causes of high prostitution rate among women, research shows  
 

Women's lack of access to education, and cultural disapproval of them entering the workplace are the main causes of high rates of prostitution in the world, new research shows. 
 

The study found that absence of legal sanctions against prostitution, a lack of a welfare state or a low ratio of women to men do not play a significant role in causing a country to have a high rate of prostitution among its women.
 

Researchers Dr Stef Adriaenssens and Dr Jef Hendrickx [correct] told the annual conference of the British Sociological Association in Glasgow today [9 April] that economics and legal factors were not able to explain the differences in prostitution. 
 

Instead significant features were significant: how easy or hard it was for women to get into education and how the country's culture encouraged women to stay as mothers and housewives and not move into work. 
 

In the first study to use data from many countries to study the factors behind prostitution, the two sociologists looked at an existing study on prostitution from around the world. This showed that 7.4% of women aged between 15 and 49 in Belize were prostitutes, the highest among 53 countries examined. Other high proportions were in the Philippines (2.6%) and Nepal (2%). The data for Thailand were not given. 
 

The lower figures included Sweden (0.1%) and Vietnam (0.2%). The figures for the Western Europe countries included in the survey were slightly lower than for other continents, and the UK was roughly in the middle with 0.5% of women aged between 15 and 49 being prostitutes. Germany had the highest rate, at 1.4%. 
 

The researchers, both based at University College Brussels, then analysed replies by over 100,000 people in around 40 countries to survey questions about the cultural assumptions that they  should stay as housewives and not enter the workplace. They also used data from the Human Development Reports estimating how easy it was for women to get into education. They then linked the three sets of statistics to see whether they were related statistically. 
 

Dr Adriaenssens told the conference that data about prostitution were sparse. "Proponents and opponents of regulation, abolition and decriminalization exchange arguments in a fairly deterministic language," he said. "Their arguments are at the same time built upon pretty meagre evidence and few reliable data. In short, ideology seems to be more important than analysis."
 

He said that the "lack of rigid tests of the empirical assumptions seriously hampers the feasibility" of making effective policies about prostitution. 
 

The researchers found that whether a country made prostitution illegal, or placed some restrictions on it such as banning brothels, or legalised it did not seem to make any significant difference to the numbers of prostitutes.
 

They also discounted other factors that had been put forward to explain the number of prostitutes such as an imbalance in the proportion of men and women in the population making it harder for men to find sexual partners. 
 

Another theory discounted was that prostitution levels were linked to how urbanised the country was, which supposedly made it easier for men to escape detection when visiting prostitutes in cities. Nor did the stage of economic development of the country matter.
 

The researchers noted that the data were available for a minority of countries.  
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