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In the academic year 2006-7, the sociology of mental health study group had another successful and busy year.  In June 2007, an edited collection of papers from its augural conference was published in the Journal of Mental Health under the title of ‘Locating the Sociology of Mental Health’.  In the same month, the Group’s second day conference, Mental Health and Human Rights: Sociological perspectives, was held at the University of Warwick. Funding of £750 for this event was gratefully received from the Sociology for Health and Illness Foundation and the event was also supported by the Economic and Social Research Council.  The Group’s fourth Annual General Meeting was held at the BSA Medical Sociology Conference in Liverpool in September 2007.  This event included a presentation from Martin Pickersgill, (Institute of Science and Society, University of Nottingham) examining the contribution science and technology studies can make to the sociology of mental health: Does the Pendulum still Swing? Psyche, Soma, and Science Studies.  Lastly, members of the Group began hosting an ESRC seminar series on the theme of social science perspectives on mental health (see http://www.mhdebt.info/mhseminar.html).  The first event in the series took place at the Royal College of Psychiatrists, London on the theme of innovative approaches to mental health research in November 2006.  This was followed by a second event in Manchester in March 2007 on the theme of social exclusion, social inequality and mental health, and a third event at Nottinghamshire NHS Trust in September 2007, ‘The lifeworld and emotional wellbeing’.  The Study Group continues to grow with a current broad membership of 130 and its web site (http://www.britsoc.co.uk/medsoc/MedSocMentalHealth.htm) and mailing list continue to serve important information and networking functions for its members.

