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While many migrants move to work, in low or high skilled jobs, in the formal labour 
market, there are nonetheless many migrants whose experience of work is not in this 
mainstream. Migrants who find themselves working illegally, and therefore outside of 
employment law, in precarious, temporary and exploitative relations. Some migrants are 
involved in situations of forced labour, while others are involved in coercive working 
environments and policies of enforced destitution for failed asylum seekers push them 
into the shadow economy. It is illegal for the vast majority of asylum seekers to work but 
those held in detention centres are employed by international companies to complete 
routine tasks for £1 per hour, their exemption from minimum wage laws sanctioned by 
the government. How can we understand these practices and the interplay between 
politics, law and society within the context of their proliferation? 
 
The  symposium, organised by the BSA Diaspora, Migration and Transnationalism 
Study Group, will  include  academics, policy makers and campaigners  interested in 
migrant  work  in  the  informal economy, those who work on forced labour, as well as 
those who look at the precarious situation  of  asylum  seekers  and  failed  asylum  
seekers  in  relation  to  work.  It  is  the existence  on  the  margins  of  society,  working  
but  not  employed  in  the  formal  labour market,  in  the  shadow  of  the  law  but  not  
necessarily  under  its  protection,  that  is  the focus of the  symposium. 
 
Registration 
Prices: £5 for Sheffield University staff and BSA members, £10 for all others 
Please register online at: 
http://portal.britsoc.co.uk/public/event/eventBooking.aspx?id=EVT10447  
 
Please direct any administrative enquiries to the BSA Events Team: 
events@britsoc.org.uk 
Please direct any academic enquiries to Lucy Mayblin: L.Mayblin@sheffield.ac.uk  

http://portal.britsoc.co.uk/public/event/eventBooking.aspx?id=EVT10447
mailto:events@britsoc.org.uk
mailto:L.Mayblin@sheffield.ac.uk

